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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/01/2003, 
01/25/2005, 07/26/2005 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statements are being considered by the 
examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1 -1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by Saito et 
al. (JP 2002-247048 English Machine Translation). 

Regarding claim 1, Saito et al. disclose a communication control apparatus 
which is connectable to a communication terminal through a network (see abstract and 
paragraph [0001 [), comprising: a transmission information holding unit configured to 
hold transmission information to be transmitted to the communication terminal; and a 
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transmission-right determination unit configured to determine that the transmission 
information is to be transmitted to the communication terminal with a transmission right 
being allocated thereto if the transmission information is held in the transmission 
information holding unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 

As to claim 2, Saito et al. disclose wherein the transmission-right determination 
unit determines that the transmission right is to be transmitted to the communication 
terminal if the transmission information is not held in the transmission information 
holding unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

Regarding claim 3, Saito et al. disclose a communication control apparatus which 
is connectable to a communication terminal through a network (see abstract and 
paragraph [0001]), comprising: a transmission information holding unit configured 
to hold transmission information to be transmitted to the communication terminal; 
an identification information storage unit configured to store identification information 
indicative of the communication terminal which desires acquisition of a transmission 
right; and a transmission-right determination unit configured to determine that the 
transmission information is to be transmitted to the communication terminal with the 
transmission right being allocated thereto if the identification information is stored in the 
identification information storage unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 

As to claim 4, Saito et al. disclose wherein the transmission-right determination 
unit determines that the transmission right is to be transmitted to the communication 
terminal transmitting the identification information if the transmission information is not 
held in the transmission information holding unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 
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Regarding claim 5, Saito et al. disclose a communication control apparatus which 
is connectable to a communication terminal through a network (see abstract and 
paragraph [0001]), comprising: a transmission information holding unit configured 
to hold transmission information to be transmitted to the communication terminal, a 
priority level being specified to the transmission information; an identification information 
storage unit configured to store identification information indicative of the 
communication terminal which desires acquisition of a transmission right; and 
a transmission-right determination unit configured indicative of the communication 
terminal which desires acquisition of a transmission right; and a transmission-right 
determination unit configured to determine that the transmission information is to be 
transmitted to the communication terminal with the transmission right being allocated 
thereto if the identification information is stored in the identification information storage 
unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 

As to claim 6, Saito et al. disclose wherein the transmission-right determination 
unit determines whether identification information indicative of the communication 
terminal which desires acquisition of the transmission right is stored in the identification 
information storage unit if the transmission information with the high priority is not 
held, and determine that the transmission right is to be transmitted to the 
communication terminal if the identification information is stored (paragraphs [0040]- 
[0046]). 

As to claim 7, Saito et al. disclose wherein the transmission-right determination 
unit determines that the transmission information is to be transmitted to the 
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communication terminal without allocating the transmission right thereto if 
the identification information indicative of the communication terminal which desires 
acquisition of the transmission right is not stored in the identification information storage 
unit (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

As to claim 8, Saito et al. disclose an information request unit configured to 
request the communication terminal of the transmission information to transmit 
information indicating that acquisition of the transmission right is desired, if the 
communication terminal does not indicate that acquisition of the transmission 
information is desired in the identification information storage unit (paragraphs [0040]- 
[0046]). 

Regarding claim 9, Saito et al. disclose a communication control method for a 
communication control apparatus which is connectable to a communication terminal 
through a network (see abstract and paragraph [0001]), comprising: causing the 
communication control apparatus to hold transmission information to be transmitted to 
the communication terminal; and determining that the transmission information is 
to be transmitted to the communication terminal with a transmission right being 
allocated thereto if the transmission information is held in the communication 
control apparatus (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 

As to claim 10, Saito et al. disclose determining that the transmission right is to 
be transmitted to the communication terminal if the transmission information is not held 
in the communication control apparatus (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Saito et al. disclose a communication control method for a 
communication control apparatus which is connectable to a communication terminal 
through a network (see abstract and paragraph [0001]), comprising: causing the 
communication control apparatus to hold transmission information to be transmitted to 
the communication terminal, and to store identification information indicative of the 
communication terminal which desires acquisition of a transmission right; and 
determining that the transmission information is to be transmitted to the communication 
terminal with the transmission right being allocated thereto if acquisition of the 
transmission right is desired (paragraphs [0040] -[0059]). 

As to claim 12, Saito et al. disclose determining that the transmission right is to 
be transmitted to the communication terminal transmitting the identification information if 
the transmission information is not held in the communication control apparatus 
(paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

Regarding claim 13, Saito et al. disclose a communication control method for a 
communication control apparatus which is connectable to a communication terminal 
through a network (see abstract and paragraph [0001]), comprising: causing the 
communication control apparatus to hold transmission information to be transmitted to 
the communication terminal, a priority level being specified to the transmission 
information, and to store identification information indicative of the communication 
terminal which desires acquisition of a transmission right; and determining that the 
transmission information is to be transmitted to a communication terminal with a 
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transmission right being allocated thereto if the transmission information with a high 
priority is held in the communication control apparatus (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 

As to claim 14, Saito et al. disclose determining whether identification information 
indicative of the communication terminal which desires acquisition of the transmission 
right is stored in the communication control apparatus if the transmission 
information with the high priority is not held, and determine that the transmission right is 
to be transmitted to the communication terminal if the identification information is stored 
(paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

As to claim 15, Saito et al. disclose determining that the transmission information 
is to be transmitted to the communication terminal without allocating the transmission 
right thereto if there is no communication terminal which desires acquisition of the 
transmission right (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

As to claim 16, Saito et al. disclose requesting the communication terminal of the 
transmission information to transmit information indicating that acquisition of the 
transmission right is desired, if the communication terminal does not indicate that 
acquisition of the transmission information is desired (paragraphs [0040]-[0046]). 

Regarding claim 17, Saito et al. disclose a communication system to which a 
communication terminal and a communication control apparatus are connected through 
a network (see abstract and paragraph [0001]), the communication control apparatus 
comprising: a transmission information holding unit configured to hold transmission 
information to be transmitted to the communication terminal; and a transmission-right 
determination unit configured to determine that the transmission information is to be 
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transmitted to the communication terminal with a transmission right being allocated 
thereto if the transmission information is held in the transmission information holding 
unit, the communication terminal comprising: a communication control unit configured to 
recognize the transmission right transmitted from the communication control apparatus 
and control to transmit information to the communication control apparatus based on the 
transmission right (paragraphs [0040]-[0059]). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quochien B. Vuong whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7902. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Quochien B Vuong/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618. 

Mar. 30, 2008. 



